Family Activities

Zoos are a great choice for family fun anytime, with events and fun year-round. Your family can see some of natures most beautiful and varied creatures, and learn about their favorite animals.  

VISIT THE ZOO

Get a family pass to the zoo. If the whole family visits the zoo just twice, you more than recover our cost.

WALKING IN THE ZOO

See how animals look with their winter or summer coats on. Talk about how they live in either the cold or hot weather.

Den Activities

SPONGE PAINT GIRAFFE

Need: Orange paper in the shape of a giraffe, black paint, small sponges or cotton balls, clothes pegs, Styrofoam meat tray

Directions: Use the clothes pegs as handles and attach a cotton ball or sponge to the end. Put the paint on a Styrofoam meat tray and using the cotton ball/sponge to dip into paint and dab spots onto the giraffe.

ZEBRA

Need:  Zebra shape, marble, black paint, box

Directions: One of my favorite zoo animal activities is to roller ball paint (marble paint) on a zebra shape with black paint. I use the boxes that canned coke come in to do this activity. I simply supply the black paint in a shallow pan, the zebra cut outs, and large marbles.

ZOO CAGE

Need: Shoe box, straws, clay or toilet paper rolls

Directions: Take a shoe box-remove lid . Punch holes about 1/4 inch in along the length of the box and again on the paralleled side trying to keep holes aligned. Run a straw through a hole on the top and on the bottom. Sit box onto one of longer side tada - a cage. Next create an animal out of clay or toilet paper rolls. Pull up a straw and give the animal a home.

Den Activities

You can find more ideas at zoopals.pactiv.com

Make a puppet.

Glue or tape a stick to the back of a Hefty® Zoo Pals® plate and make a puppet for a puppet show. You can use a Popsicle stick, paint stirrer, ruler, or even a chopstick. You can put on a show, such as a make-believe zoo or circus, or take the animals on an adventure.

Make a mask.

Glue or tape a stick to the back of a Hefty® Zoo Pals® plate. Cut out the eyes and let the child hold the animal face up to his/her face. To ensure that the child does not trip or fall, use the mask only while seated.

Make a set of animal ears.

This is great for a costume or for letting your child pretend to be his/her favorite animal. Cut your child’s favorite ears off the plate about ½ inch below the ears. Tape the ears, at the center only, to a plastic, rigid or cloth headband and carefully place ear-band on child’s head. See if your child can make the sound or motions of his/her favorite animal.

Design your own Hefty® Zoo Pals® plate.

Turn a plate upside down on a piece of paper. Trace the outline of the plate to form a template for a new animal design. Let your child draw his/her own Zoo Pals® animal with crayons, markers, or paint. Or cut apart the pieces from real plates and let the child paste together a new plate, combining eyes, noses, and ears from different animals. Create a body for your favorite Zoo Pal® animal. Select your favorite Hefty® Zoo Pals® plate and glue or tape it to a large piece of paper. Let your child design a body for his/her favorite animal using crayons, markers, paint, or even scraps of fabric.

Jazz up Hefty® Zoo Pals® plates.

Use glitter, fabric scraps, yarn, paint, nail polish, and colored glue to decorate and accessorize your favorite animals. Give them hair, glasses, shoes, and more.
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Difficulty: Average

Parental supervision is recommended

Stay super-cool at that next ball game when you make these fun, corrugated plastic baseball fans for kids. A craft for fans young and old!

What you'll need:

Navy blue corrugated plastic (change this to match your team's colors) 

Gold "Painters" paint marker 

Extremely sharp scissors 

Popsicle stick 

Pen or pencil 

5" circular item to use for a pattern (try a margarine lid) 

Tacky glue 

How to make it:

Using the circular object for a pattern, trace a circle on the navy blue corrugated plastic. Make the circle about 5" in diameter, although any size will do. 

Cut out the navy blue circle with the extremely sharp scissors. 

Using your sharp scissors, cut up a small way on the inside (be sure the "ribs" are vertical) of the navy blue corrugated plastic to make it easier to insert the Popsicle stick. 

Add tacky glue to the end of the stick and push up inside the baseball. 

Paint "stitching" on the baseball and add your Pack Number. Let dry. 

Take it out to the ballpark, show your Pack spirit, and keep cool!

Note: You can use hot glue if you want the project to dry immediately for the child to use. If using tacky glue, allow overnight to dry. 

Tips:

You can also use regular cardboard and paint it if you can't get corrugated plastic, but it won't be as durable.

Notes:

Adult supervision is recommended with cutting of the corrugated plastic. Corrugated plastic can be sharp if cut to a point, please be careful. Be sure to round all corners.

Kids' First Aid Kit

Difficulty: Average
Parental supervision is recommended
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Prepare for emergencies and teach your kids about safety as you make your own first aid kit from a plastic lunch box. Essential for road trips, scouting or camping. 

What you'll need:

· Red plastic lunch box 

· Citrus Magic 

· Metal putty knife or other straight edge 

· Inkjet full page label (see tips for other suggestions) 

· Con-Tact paper or self adhesive Laminating Sheets 

· Scissors 

· Ruler 

· Pen (to draw cutting lines on label & Con-Tact paper) 

· First Aid Supplies for kit (see suggestions below) 

How to make it:

1. Print pattern below for First Aid Sticker: (Print one  for each side of lunch box)

2. Tear the label off of the red lunch box. 

3. Spray the remaining label with Citrus Magic. 

4. Use the metal putty knife to scrape off the remaining label. 

5. Wash and dry the lunch box. 

6. Cut the labels to fit the lunch box. 

7. Attach label to front and back of the red lunch box. 

8. Cut Con-Tact paper slightly larger than the sticker. 

9. Apply Con-Tact paper to the labels. Be sure to press firmly around the edges to keep moisture away from the label. 

10. Decide on a place to keep your First Aid kit. Make sure everyone knows where it is kept. 

Fill your first aid kit with the following suggested items: 

· Box of assorted sizes of adhesive bandages 

· 1" bandage 

· 2" bandage 

· Package of sterile gauze 

· Sterile non-stick bandages 

· Ipecac syrup 

· Anti-biotic ointment 

· Ace wrap (elastic bandage) 

· Small sharp scissors 

· Tweezers 

· Adhesive tape 

· Needles 

· Matches 

· Hydrocortisone cream 

· Benadryl cream or antibiotic ointment 

· Disposable instant cold pack 

· Alcohol swabs 

· Plastic gloves 

· Emergency phone numbers (doctor, hospital, and poison control) 

Tips:

You can also just use cardstock and draw on your picture and write the words "First Aid". Use double-stick tape to adhere to the lunchbox and cover with Con-Tact paper.

A Thank You goes out to the medical group, Pediatric Professionals, who contributed information on how to prepare a first aid kit.


Mitten Bookmark Clip

Difficulty: Easy
Age: 6 and up

Parental supervision is recommended
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This cute project is fun to make, uses minimal supplies and also makes a great gift. You can use it as a bookmark or a fridge magnet to hold your favorite art work and pictures. While this craft is probably more appropriate for older children, your little ones will love to help decorate. 

What you'll need:

· Felt in any color 

· Pattern (see “Mitten Bookmark pattern” link below) 

· Felt marker 

· Scissors 

· White or craft glue 

· Curl Hair clips with spring (see picture below) 

· Stickers, glitter, glitter paint, ribbon and any other decorations 

· Wax paper 

How to make it:

1. Copy the Mitten Bookmark pattern[image: image7.jpg]


. 

2. Use the marker to trace around the pattern four times on the felt. 

3. Cut out all four pieces. It will take four pieces of felt to make one bookmark. 
Important: Be sure to lay all mitten pieces with the thumb part facing the same direction. 

4. In a row, lay the four mittens out in front of you. Take the second and third mittens and cut off the top band of the mitten, where the wrist cuff would be. This step is done so the second and third mitten pieces will fit inside the hair clip and let the mitten pieces on the top and bottom line up. 

5. Lay the first mitten piece on the wax paper and spread the glue all over it. Do this by dotting glue all over the mitten piece and spreading it with your finger, a Q-tip or small paint brush. Felt adheres very well and just needs an even layer, do not over glue. 

6. Spread glue on either the second or third mitten piece on the underside (so it will match up with the first mitten piece). Don’t glue it yet. 

7. Lay the hair clip on top of the first mitten piece. (The top of the hair clip where the spring is goes at the top of the mitten where you would put in your hand in the glove.) 

8. Open up the clip and hold it open. 

9. Lay the second mitten piece, already glued, on top of the hair clip. Make sure the mitten edges are even with the first mitten piece. 

10. Take a small square of wax paper , approximately 4”x4”, doubled over and lay it on top of the second mitten piece and close the hair clip. This completes the back layer of the bookmark. Remember, the bookmark is a clip so we now have to make the other side. The wax paper will make sure the two sides of the bookmark don’t stick together even if there’s a little glue spillage. 

11. Take the third mitten piece, taking care to note which side of the mitten you need to put glue on, and spread glue on the mitten. 

12. Open up the hair clip and hold open. 

13. Insert the third mitten piece on top of the wax paper and make sure the sides of it align with the mitten below. Close the hair clip. 

14. Spread glue onto the underside of the fourth mitten piece and lay it on the very top of the hair clip. Make sure the sides of it align with the mitten piece below. 

15. Leave wax paper in place and allow to dry at least an hour. 

16. Let the child decorate their mitten with stickers, glue, glitter and tiny ribbon bows. Get as creative as you like, however, remember this bookmark goes inside a book so don't add anything dimensional. 

17. Help the child wrap it up and give it as a gift. 

Tips:

· Try this short cut. Instead of tracing the pattern four times, trace it twice and fold the felt over so you can cut out two gloves from one tracing. 

· Get creative with dollar store stickers. Buy lots of tiny and inexpensive dollar store stickers. Use some to decorate your mittens and let the kids have fun with the rest. 

· Make a fridge magnet! Simply hot glue a small, round magnet to the back of your mitten clip and you have a great fridge magnet to hold your child’s artistic creations. If you plan to make a magnet of your clip, you can use more dimensional decorations, such as beads, buttons and other such items as they will not be crushed by the weight of a closed book. 
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Papier Mache Reindeer Ornament

Difficulty: Easy
Parental supervision is recommended
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Kids will have fun either in groups or at home making this Paper mache reindeer ornament for their Christmas trees. Once the paper mache figure is done, you can decorate it in any theme you can imagine.

What you'll need:

· Paper Mache Flat Heart Ornament (about 2" tall) 

· 1 Red pom pom 

· 2 (15mm) Wiggle eyes 

· 1 Tan chenille stem 

· Tacky glue 

· Wire cutters 

· Pen 

How to make it:

1. Lay the heart ornament flat on a surface. 

2. Write your name and the year on the ornament. 

3. Turn the ornament over. 

4. Glue the wiggle eyes and pom pom for nose onto the front of the ornament with the tacky glue. 

5. Use the wire cutters to cut the chenille stem into 2 pieces. (Note: You will only use 1 piece in this craft) 

6. Bend the chenille stem around the ornament hanger (string). 

7. Bend the ends of the chenille stem to form 2 antlers. (see photo) 

Tips:

If you use scissors, make sure they are old. Cutting any kind of wire will leave a notch in the blades of your scissors.

Scout Bingo

Difficulty: Very Easy
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These Scout Bingo cards can be printed off for any number of Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts, Brownies, Tiger Cubs, or Boy Scouts. The cards refresh on the screen with random numbers. Be sure to check back for Bingo cards for holidays too! 

Note: In our version of a Bingo game you do not call off the letters. Copy the numbers sheet below and only call the numbers. 

What you'll need:

· Printable BINGO cards (see below) 

· Scissors 

· Green M&M's or other markers (see tips for ideas) 

· Con-Tact paper or laminate, optional 

· Bowl 

· Cardboard, optional 

· Glue, optional 

How to make it:

1. Copy the page of Scout Bingo Cards.  

2. Be sure to copy enough playing cards for each child to have one. 

3. If desired, cover with Con-Tact paper or laminate to be able to reuse the cards again next year. 

4. Copy the page of Bingo Numbers. HINT: Print off on cardstock or glue to cardboard to give the numbers stability. 

5. Cut the numbers apart on the lines. 

6. Place the numbers in a bowl. 

7. Give each child a Bingo card and a handful of markers (see tips below). 

8. Reach into the bowl, call out a number and the children place a marker on the number if it appears on their card. 

9. Play the game just like regular Bingo. Play for five in a row across, down, diagonally, or even play blackout by covering all the numbers on the card. 

10. Have fun and be sure to check back for additional Bingo cards at Kids Domain's Craft Exchange! 

Tips:

Number markers can be holiday candy, punched circles from cardstock, flat buttons, or any small item that you have a multitude of! 

Tiger Cubs may wish to print their cards on a light orange color. 
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